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Learning Takes You Places! 

Welcome back to the start of the new school year!  It is hard to believe 

it is time for students to begin another exciting year at Benjamin Logan 

Middle School.  This year at the middle school, our theme is “Learning 

takes you places”.  This theme encapsulates what we do at the middle 

school.  Students have the opportunity to further their knowledge in 

your traditional courses such as Math, Language Arts, Science, Social 

Studies, and our Unified Arts courses. This year they also have the op-

portunity to learn about different careers in our Transitions and Careers 

class.  They also have the opportunity to explore the fields of Science, Technology, Engineer-

ing, and Mathematics as we now offer courses in STEM.  Other courses that are new and 

exciting this year are : Introduction to Agriculture and Graphic Design.  Both of these classes 

along with all of the great classes we currently offer will truly give our students a chance to 

explore the possibilities that await them after middle school.  Our staff members at BLMS 

work hard every day to get our students to see the benefits of education and to really see that 

learning truly does take you places! 

Also new this year is the addition of over a dozen Chromebook carts to grades 5-8.  Adding 

these Chromebook carts will provide students with additional resources in their classroom to 

access materials that they previously didn’t have access to.  We are very excited about the 

addition of the Chromebook and can’t wait to see what students and teachers are able to ac-

complish with them! 

Open House and 5th Grade Orientation 
I want to thank everyone that was able to make it out the middle school for 5th grade orienta-
tion and open house.  We had a great turn out with 86%% of our students showing up to 
meet their teachers and prepare for the new school year.  With such a great turn out, our 
halls were very busy, but that is a great problem to have.   
 
Thank you! 

I would also like to thank our great custodial staff.  If you were able to make it to the open 

house or to one of our many events here at the middle school, you will see how great the 

building looks.  We owe all this credit to the custodians who worked all summer long to 

make sure our students had a shiny and clean building to come back to.  Again, a big thanks 

goes to our custodians.   

 

Rob Walter, Principal 

Rob Walter 
Benjamin Logan Middle School  

September Important Dates: 

 

2:  FLL Open-table 

5:  Labor Day- No School 

6:  After School Detention 

     Home MS Football Game 

     with Bellefontaine 5:30pm 

7:  MS Volleyball @ Bellefontaine 

      5:30pm 

8:  2 Hr. Early Release  

     FLL Open-table 

     FLL Parent Meeting  

10: CC Troy Invite 10am 

12: OMUN 

       OMUN Parent Meeting 

      5:30 in Commons 

      Home MS Volleyball with  

      Shawnee 5:30pm 

13: After School Detention 

      CC Max Evans MS  

      Invitational 4:45pm 

      MS Football @ Indian Lake 

      5:30pm 

14: MS Volleyball @ Northwestern 

      5:30pm 

15: Study Tables 

16: FLL Open-table 

      MS Band Night 

17: CC Graham Invite 10am 

      Home MS Volleyball Tri-Match 

       10am 

19: Board of Education  

      Meeting 7:00pm 

      Home MS Volleyball with  

      Northridge 5:30pm 

20: After School Detention 

      Home MS Football Game 

       with Urbana 5:30pm 

21: Fall School Pictures  

22: Study Tables 

23: Interim Reports  

      Distributed to Students 

      FLL Open-table 

25-27: Young Americans 

26: Home MS Volleyball with 

      Bellefontaine 5:30pm 

27: After School Detention 

      CC Triad Invitational 4:30pm 

       Home MS Football Game with 

      Northwestern 5:30pm 

28: Home MS Volleyball with  

      Indian Lake 5:30pm 

29: Study Tables 

30: FLL Open-table 

       Homecoming Football  Game 



NEWS FACES AT BLMS... 

Every Student Every Day! 

Hello, BLMS Raiders! My name is Sarah Smith, and I teach 7th grade ELA. My husband, Matt Smith, is a 
guidance counselor at the high school. We have two children. Our daughter, Laurel, is five years old and 
just (very happily and eagerly!) started kindergarten here. Our son, Cal, is two and is obsessed with the zoo 
and all things that go. This is my eleventh year teaching. I taught for nine years at Talawanda Middle School 
in Oxford, Ohio and at Calvary Christian in Bellefontaine for one year. Our family moved here last year in 
order to be closer to my husband's family farm. I am incredibly thankful to now    be working at Benjamin 
Logan and am looking forward to a fantastic year!  

 

 
I was born and raised in Logan County. I graduated from Bellefontaine HS and the School of Advertising 
Art. I will be teaching our Graphic Design class this year. I have several years of experience in the field 
working for Acusport as a Graphic Designer and Visual Communication Director. I am married to Jim 
Jones and have two children - Tommy (7-2nd grader at ILES), Caroline (4 - preschooler) and three Boston 
Terriers for pets. We currently reside in Huntsville. 

 
 

 

Hi, I am Maverick Liles.  I am graduate of The Ohio State University 2014. I hold an Agriscience Educa-
tion Degree and the Middle school and High School Ag Ed and FFA Advisor. I attended High School in 
Wapakoneta Ohio.  I married to Emily Liles in June and currently live in Findlay Ohio.  I will be teaching 
7th grade Introduction to Agriculture”.  This class is an introduction to agriculture and FFA, focused on 
gearing students up to be an active student and member in the high school agriculture and FFA course. 
Class will also build leadership and professional skills that will help students grow. 

 
 

I am excited to be a part of the Ben Logan School Community as I begin my journey as the Middle School 
Assistant Principal for the 2016-2017 school year. As a former Intermediate/Middle School teacher and 
Math instructional coach, I am excited to bring my knowledge and experience to the Middle School. In 
2004 I graduated from Bowling Green State University with a Bachelor Degree in Middle Childhood Edu-
cation and later received my Master Degree in Administration from the University of Findlay.  

My husband (Trey) and I reside in the Logan County area with our three children: Sutton (7), Rowen (4), 
and Bexley (2). As business owners of the Eichholtz Daring Funeral Homes and staying active with our 

children we are excited to join the Ben Logan Family. 

I am excited to be a part of the Ben Logan Family and to continue the academic excellence. Working together to create a 

21st Century Learning Environment will provide each and every student with the skills and knowledge to be successful 

life-long learners.    
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Welcome to a new school 
year at Benjamin Logan 
Middle School! We are 
excited to begin this 
year’s exciting journey 
full of new discoveries 
and lots of learning! 

The Guidance Depart-
ment has been very busy 

preparing schedules, en-
rolling new students, and 
helping students find their 
classrooms. How exciting 
it is to see nearly 600 
students fill our hallways 
during these first few 
weeks of school! For 
many it’s a scary time – 
new teachers, new friends 

and unfamiliar classes, 

but it’s amazing how 

quickly the nervousness 
fades and the excitement 
begins. We have many 
ideas to make this year a 
great year at BLMS. 

As always, I am here to help 
your child! Whether they are 

struggling with academic  

concerns, social or emotional 
issues, please contact me if I can 
be of any help. I work closely 
with our teachers – we want the 
middle school experience to be a 
great time for your son or 
daughter. By working together 
we can ensure that your child 
has a great experience full of lots 
of learning – thanks in advance 
for all of the support you give 
your student! 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Susan Headings 
BLMS School Counselor 
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BLMS Choir News... 

From the Guidance Department! 

the mouth should be by 

placing Oreo cookies verti-

cally between their front 

teeth while singing vowel 

sound.  Then they were 

able to enjoy the tasty treat 

when the exercise was 

over. 

The choir students are 

learning about proper 

mouth formation while 

singing.  Dropping the 

jaw helps the tone of 

the choir sound uni-

form.  The students 

learned how far open 

“Dropping the 
jaw helps the 

tone of the choir 
sound uniform. “ 



Another school year has arrived and 
the 8th Grade students have demon-
strated the potential to be outstand-
ing leaders and representatives  
of the Benjamin Logan School  
District. 
Eighth grade should be an exciting 
time for students in social studies as 
they begin learning the history of 
the United States. Students will 
investigate reasons for colonization 
through the Civil War.  The next 
month of school will involve learn-
ing reasons for English colonies, 
struggles faced by settlers and the 
causes of the American Revolution. 
I also wanted to take a moment to 
remind parents that students will be 

attending Washington D.C. this 
year. The trip will be from May 31
-June 3 and will be discussed fre-
quently during social studies class. 
Some students have been saving 
money since 5th grade because of 
candy bar sales, which will occur 
again throughout the month of 
October.  There will be Washing-
ton D.C. paperwork sent home 
late October and will highlight 
important deadlines for students 
attending the trip. The first fee will 
be a $75-$100 deposit due by  
December 1st. If you are interested 
in chaperoning or have additional 
questions please email or call the 
school office. Developing positive  

 
communication is important for 
successful year. Please feel free 
to contact me with any  
questions that develop.  I can be 
most easily reached via  
e m a i l .  M y  e m a i l  i s   
vermillions@benjamianlogan.org 
and I check this daily. 
 
Sincerely, 

All science classes are 
beginning with a 
deeper look into sci-
ence process skills. 
Students are develop-
ing greater proficien-
cy in areas such 

as observation, measurement, com-
munication, creativity, perseverance, 
and teamwork. These concepts are 
not only important for scien-
tific inquiry; these are skills that are 

used in every day life! 
We are also working on more  
fluent use of scientific vocabulary 
and   students will be completing  
frequent vocabulary activities. You 
can help by asking your student 
about the current unit. Flashcards 
are also a very useful tool for  
studying vocabulary. 
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Social Studies 

All About the 8th Grade! 

Science 

type of solving an equation. 
It is vital that your student 
knows order of operations, 
integer operations, the dis-
tributive property, fraction 
operations and how to iso-
late a variable. We have 
been practicing basic skills 
such as those listed above 
using IXL in the computer 

lab or the Google Chrome 
Notebooks. Please ask your 
student about this and en-
courage them to work on 
these skills a minimum of 10 
minutes a night. All students 
were given their IXL 
usernames and passwords on 
September 1st.  We will be 
sending home a letter which 

Welcome to 
8th grade math 
this year! We 
are excited to 
be here! Solv-
ing equations 

is a foundational skill needed 
in Algebra. Everything we 
will be doing this year in 8th 
grade math requires some 

“There will be 

Washington D.C. 

paperwork sent 

home late  

October …” 

Middle School Matters 

Math 
will tell you about this math 
program and how you and 
your student can access this 
from home.  This program 
is designed for your child to 
learn at his or her own pace. 
T h e  w e b s i t e  i s : 
w w w . i x l . c o m / s i g n i n /
benjaminloganms.  If you 
have any questions please 
feel free to contact Miss 
Bates or Mrs. Mitchell. 

http://www.ixl.com/signin/benjaminloganms
http://www.ixl.com/signin/benjaminloganms
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In ELA, Students are working hard reviewing 
literary terms from sixth and seventh grade--
and learning new ones! These terms will be 
used year-round to analyze the literature we 
read in class, so it is important that students 
study their vocabulary lists, and become famil-
iar with the terms. 
We will start the first quarter reading several 
different short stories, both classic and mod-
ern, and analyzing the text in  
a variety of ways. We will also begin working 
on building our essay and narrative writing 
skills very soon, which will be an enduring 
theme for the school year. We are looking 
forward to an exciting, creative year with your 
eighth graders! 
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All About the 8th Grade ! 

8th ELA English 9 
Welcome to school year 2016! After multi-
ple pre-tests to determine strengths and 
weaknesses, English 9 students are being 
trained in “wordbusting”, revising phrases, 
clauses, and correcting sentence errors as 
part of their endeavor to become effi-
cient  writers. Their independent adventure 
is to read a Realistic Fiction book this month 
and complete an extension project. Please 
monitor that your scholar is reading at 
home. In class, we will continue to read 
short stories and non-fiction articles along 
with sharpening writing and presentation 
skills. We will also explore google class-
room this year (for all 8th graders), so please 
talk to your student about it and check it 


